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BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. 
JANUARY 17, 1872. 
Read and ordered to be printed. 
By order, 
Mitton Y. Kipp. 
Chief Clerk. 


OF 


SAMUEL REGESTER, Esq., President, 


IN REGARD TO THE OONDITION OF THE 


AMarplany Agricultural College. 


TO THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
8. 8. MILLS & L. F. COLTON, Strate Pe: 


1872. 
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ANNAPOLIS, danuary 16, 1872. 


The Hon. A. P. Gorman, 
Speaker of the House of Delegates of Maryland : 

Srr—In obedience to an order of the Board of Trustees, I 
have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed communica- 
tion of the President of the Faculty, showing the condition 
of the College for the past year. 

T respectfully ask that it be accepted as the report of the 
Trustees, as required by the charter of the College. On be- 
half of the Board, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. B. DAVIS, 
President. 
MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, 
JANUARY, 15th, 1872. 
Hon. A. B. Davis, 
President Board Trustees : 
Sir—Please find herewith the Annual Report of the con- 


dition of the Institution over which I have the honor to pre- 
side, 


Ifit shall be the pleasure of the Board in submitting the 
report to the Legislature to request that it be printed, and 
500 copies forwarded to the College for distribution among 
its patrons and friends, it will serve the cause of the Institu- 
tion, and much oblige, 

Yours, respectfully, 


SAM’L REGISTER, 
President. 
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ANNAPOLIS, January 16, 1872. 
The Hon. A. P. Gorman, 
Speaker of the House of Delegates of Maryland: 


Srr—In obedience to an order of the Board of Trustees, I 
have the honor to transmit to you the enclosed communica- 
tion of the President of the Faculty, showing the condition 
of the College for the past year. 

I respectfully ask that it be accepted as the report of the 
Trustees, as required by the charter of the College. On be- 
half of the Board, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
A.B. DAVIS, 
President. 
MaryYLAND AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, 
JANUARY, 15th, 1872. 
fon. A. B. Davis, 
President Board Trustees : 
Sir—Please find herewith the Annual Report of the con- 


a of the Institution over which I have the honor to pre- 
side, 

Ifit shall be the pleasure of the Board in submitting the 
report to the Legislature to request that it be printed, and 
500 copies forwarded to the College for distribution among 
its patrons and friends, it will serve the cause of the Institu- 
tion, and much oblige, 


Yours, respectfully, 
SAM’L REGISTER, 
President. 
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To the Board of Trustees Maryland Agricultural College : 


Gentlemen—In submitting his annual report, the under- 
signed is constrained to acknowledge the goodness ot Divine 
Providence in preserving the heaith of the College, and de- 
fending its inmates from all contagious and deadly diseases, 
and in the bestowment of all needful blessings. 


At the date of my last report to the Legislature, (January 
6, 1870,) made through the’ Board of Trustees, there were 
eighty students in attendance. The catalogue for the scho- 
lastic year, ending June 30, 1871, (a copy of which is here- 
with inclosed,) shows the number of students to be one hun- 
dred and thirty-six. The current session of the College 
promises to greatly exceed any former year in this respect, 
there being now one hundred and twenty-three names on our 
roll, while a large addition is expected for the spring term, 
commencing February Ist, proximo. There are some urgent 
wants of the College (hereinafter referred to) which, when 
‘supplied, there is no reason why this seat of learning should 
not number its students by hundreds. 


All the departments of the Institution are working 
smoothly and successfully, while the discipline of the College, 
and the thorough and extensive course of instruction are 
such as to commend thé Institution to the favorable attention 
of all who have sons or wards to be educated. 


The moral, intellectual, social, and physical wants of 


young men committed to our care are scrupulously and un- 
remittingly provided for, and every facility afforded to make 
them studious, healthful, contented, and happy. 


For orderly habits, obedience to authority, and kindly in- 
tercourse among themselves, the deportment of the students 
of this College, it is not presumption to assert, will compare 
favorably with that of any equal number of students, in any 
other institution of learning. 


The discipline of the College begins with instruction, and 
goes on with persuasion, remonstrance, rebuke, and punish- 
ment, as the case may require, and ends in dismissal if the 
offender isincorrigible. he first lesson a student is expected 
to learn, on entering the College, is that of obedience to 
authority, assuming that no one is fit to govern in after life 
who has not, in his youth, learned to obey. The school, 
therefore, is not the place for idlers, triflers, or rowdies. 
When a young man enters our College family he is expected 
to conduct himself, not only with that earnest application 
becoming to a student and a man of business, but also with 
the propriety and decorum characteristic of the society of 
gentlemen. 
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While the morals of students are conscientiously guarded, 
(believing as we do that that system of education is fatally 
incomplete that does not properly develop and train the 
moral feelings and sentiments) there is not the least ap- 
proach to anything like interference with their ‘‘denomina- 
tional’’ preferences. In regard to political opinions, the 
same course of non-interference is pursued. In the lecture 
room, and literary societies, as also in social intercourse, mere 
political issues and questions are practically ignored. 


The peculiar feature of this Institution is the blending of 
instruction in the theory and practice of agriculture, with 
the usual systematie educational training. The several 
sciences embraced in the course of study, with such observa- 
tions in the daily lectures, as indicates their bearing upon 
farm operations are the means used te this end. It is not to 
be presumed that young men generally, in the course of ac-- 
quiring an education, can make themselves thorough practical 
farmers. But, itis believed that our system of regular instrus- 
tion in agricultural chemistry, by text book, lecture and ex- 
periments in laboratory, lectures on agricultural mechanics, 
lectures on the science and the art of agriculture, and in- 
struction in field surveying and planting, in eonnection with 
a well stocked and well worked farm of 300 acres, and illus- 
trations of the skillful practice of garden and orchard cul- 
ture, has in it enough of the merely practical to accomplish 
our ends, to put the student in the way of becomirtg a thor- 
oughly informed agriculturist; and these, by showing the bea- 
efits of skilled labor, awaken and fuster a love of rural pur- 
suits. Occasionally, when important outdoor work is to be 
done, to aid the regular farm force, as well as to perfect our 
students in the knowledge of agriculture, selections of the 
more experienced of them are made, who receive a reasonable 
compensation, according to the nature of the work to be done 
and their ability to perform it. At other times, where the 
work is of a simple character, all are called out, either in a 
body or by sections. Thus, with seeming labor, is blended 
real healthful recreation, and, at the same time, much useful 
information is acquired for future application, while the aim 
therefor is to fullfil the legitimate mission of the College, it 
is equally our purpose that the Institution shall not be con- 
sidered a ‘‘workshop’’ on the one hand, nor a mere farm 
‘manual labor school’’ on the other. While teaching the 
“dignity of labor,’’? we would, at the same time, vindicate 
the superior importance of mind culture. Is is desired to 
have it widely known that this Iustitution is, in fact, what its 
name implies, a Maryland College, which, while it shall offer 
inducements to Marylanders to complete their education at. 
home, will also be attractive to those outside of the State. 
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It is confidently believed that this College supplies a man- 
ifest want of the age, and is adapted toa condition of things 
extensively existing in our own State. So that while young 
men, who have both time and means for a thorough colle- 
giate course, will find here all the requisite facilities for se- 
curing that end; others, (and a much larger number than 
the former,) whose circumstances are different, are not re- 
quired to pursue studies that have no immediate and direct 
reference to the vocation towards which they are looking. 
All such are provided with thorough instruction in those 
branches which more particularly relate to the chosen occu- 
pation. 


In compliance with one of the conditions of the United 
States’ ‘‘Land Geant ’ the students are taught the principles 
and practice o “Military Tactics.’’ This department is un- 
der the efficient superintendence of Major Francis A. Soper, 
3 graduate of the College. 


An apartment of the College has been fitted up as a 
‘Reading Room,’’ to which the best Quarterly, Monthly 
and Weekly Journals come regularly; among these, some 
dozen or more of the leading Agricultural periodicals ‘of the 
country, giving our students thereby the benefit of converse 
with the freshest and best thoughts of this progressive age. 
In addition to these, the newspapers of the entire State are 
received weekly, thus supplying our young men with agree- 
able and instructive light reading, and, at the same time, 
Keeping up their knowledge of, and interest in, the affairs of 
their respective counties. It ‘is earnestly hoped, that the 
Trustees will find it practicable, at an early day, to carry out 
their cherished purpose to ‘“‘establish telegraphic communi- 
cation with the College, as a convenience for the dispatch of 
business, as well as an important educational agency.”’ 


Many improvements are still required to put the buildings 
and grounds in a condition to fully realize the aim of the 
original corporators, and to meet all the conditions of the Act 
of Congress of 2nd July, 1862. Among these ‘‘improve- 
ments” may be mentioned, a good barn, carriage-house, tool- 
house, carpenter-shop, and a conservatory for plants and 
flowers. Some of these buildings can, and will be, erected 
from the annual earnings of the College. Towards the erec- 
tion of others, aid from other sources will be needed. The 
College farm is being put under good cultivation, as expedi- 
tiously and thoroughly as means at command will allow. 
The whole area, except part of the woodland, has, within the 
past year, been divided into seven fields (exclusive of gar- 
den lot) of convenient size for tillage and pasture, and all put 
under the pretection of good strong new fences, embracing 


: 


1,569 panels, and consisting part of post and rails, and the 
remainder of planks. 


The hay crop for the past season, owing to the infrequency 
of rain in the latter part of Spring, and early Summer, was 
but moderate both as to quality and quantity. Only about 
eighteen tons were harvested. The oats crop, from the same 
cause, was light—not more than one hundred and seventy- 
five bushels were raised. The corn crop was fair—forty acres 
were planted, which yielded an average of 64 bbls. per acre, 
making a total of two hundred and fifty bbls. In October 
last ten and one-half acres were sown to wheat (the land 
having been put in thorough preparation) at a cost for ferti- 
lizers, and, (including two bushels of timothy,) and labor of 
tillage, of $190 80. The wheat and grass are looking re- 
markably well, and give promise of good results. 


The extensive products of garden and orchard are more 
than sufficient to meet the demands of our large College 
family. 

Preparation has been made for planting a peach orchard in 
the Spring, the ground (4 acres) having been put in good 
order in the meantime. 


A herd of cows (chiefly Ayrshire) furnish an ample quan- 
tity of milk for the use of the College, and a partial supply 
of butter during the Spring and Summer. 


Owing to the limited extent of grass raised, beef cattle are 
generally bought and slaughtered at the College, at a cost 
of from 9 to 10% cents per lb. net. 


On the 19th ultimo there were slaughtered thirty-one 
hogs, (a cross of the Berkshire znd Chester breeds), raised 
at the College, which weighed 5,472 pounds, and averaging 
1763 pounds each. 


From as careful and accurate an estimate as if was possi- 
ble to make. of the cost of producing this amount of pork, it 
is found not to have exceeded: 24 cents per pound. 


This result is owing, in much part, to the proper utilizing 
of the slops, (about 60 gallons per day,) and other offal from 
the kitchen and garden. 


Because of these advantages, (the home production of much 
that is consumed in the house), we are enabled to put 
the terms for board, &c., down to the exceeding low rates 
mentioned in the catalogue. The farm is now well supplied 
with working animals, such as horses and mules, and also 
with wagons, carts, and agricultural implements, all of 
which are kept in thorough repair by the workshop owned 
by the College. 
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The United States Government required that the proceeds 
of the ‘‘Land Scrip’’ donated to the College, should be paid 
over to her without diminution, as did also the State law ; 
and yet, through some inadvertence in the details of the 
bill, the College has been obliged to pay a State tax for the 
amount invested in Southern Relief Bonds. Likewise, in 
vidlation of what seems to be the spirit of the same law, 
one-tenth of the entire proceeds of this grant were put into 
the State Treasury. It is thought to be necessary only to 
call the attention of the present Legislature to these facts, 
in order to have this tax remitted, and that clause, in the 
law referred to, repealed. 

In presenting the financial status of the College, the 
Board will pardon the breadth of the statement, which covers 
a period of two years and five months, reaching back to 
August, 1869. 


At this period, (1869), as is well known to the Board, the 
College was embarrassed with financial liabilities. These 
obligations, known in our classifications as ‘‘ Old Debts,”’ 
amounting to $7,088.01, have all been paid, so that now the 
College does not owe a single dollar on this account, Within 
the same period there has been expended for buildings at the 
College, and improvements on farm and ground improve- 
ments and repairs in College, and additions to stock of text- 
books, furniture, laboratory, &c., the sum of $11,813.72, 
making a total of expenditure, exclusive of ordinary cur- 
rent expenses, (all of which have been promptly met,) the 
sum of $18,901.73. 


The account current, on the eve of the Spring Term, 
shows an indebtedness of only $141.40, and a credit in bank 
and in hand, of $1,577.14; leaving a balance in favor of 
College of $1,435.74. It is hoped this exhibit will be as 
satisfactory to the Board as it is gratifying to the Faculty 
of the College. If the number of students shall continue to 
increase, as we have no doubt will be the case, it will soon 
become an impossibility to accommodate them in the present 
building. Even now, every room in the College is occupied, 
although a few of them are not quite full. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I would respectfully suggest to the Board the 
importance of making an earnest appeal to the Legisla- 
ture for a generous appropriation, (say $75,000.00,) to erect 
additional buildings contemplated by the founders of the 
Institution. 


This is becoming an urgent necessity, and makes its ap- 
peal to the friends of liberal education throughout our State. 
In all the other States where similar institutions have been 
established, large amounts are expended, amounting in some 
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cases to sums ranging frem a fouth to a half milion dollars, 
with a view to invest them with all essential attraction, and 
deveiop them into the graudesi proportions. . And yet only 
few of those schools equal the number of students in atten- 
dance at ours. If the centralbuilding and the other wing 
(according to the original plan) were erected, embracing a 
suitable and properly equipped Laboratory, and other educa- 
tional appliances, there is not a reasonable doubt that, in a 
short time thereafter, hundreds of young men from all parts 
of the State, and multitudes from beyond her borders, would 
flock to these hall§. On the score of a wise economy, such 
liberality by the Legislature would be clearly vindicated. 
For, if these means and accommodations were furnished, in 
connection with our present advantages of increasing pro- ' 
ducts of an improving farm, the Eoard could well afford to 
not only enlarge the corps of Instructors, but to make the 
rates for charges for tuition, board, &c., much less than they 
even now are, and thus place the benefits of the College with- 
in the reach of hundreds of citizens whose limited means 
doom their sons to a scanty educational outfit. All this can 
be done. and at the same time the standard of education shall 
not only be maintained, but so enri hed in its provisions as 
to meet the wants and demands of the diverse circumstances 
of the youth of our country—fixed in the preservation ofa reg- 
ular College carriculum for those who desire it, and yet suffi- 
ciently varied and flexible in its raage of instruction as to 
suit the reasonable wishes of all. 


By this generous policy the State would reap a large har 
vest of resuits in the army of educated young men, who, by 
brain labor and manly toil, would develop her vast mineral, 
commercial and agricultural resources. I would respectfully 
suggest, that the College has reached a ee in her progress 
when the Board will be a in filling the vacant chair of 
*« Natural History,’’ by the appointment of a suitable and 
competent medical gentleman, who should be required to not 
only search the brauches appropriate to this department, but 
also to give instruction in Auatomy, Physiology and Hyg iene, 
and be, at the same time, Physician to the Institution. Such 
a chair would be a popular and invaluable addition to our 
course of instruction. 


The law requiring that sixty students shall be educated 
free of cost for tuition and text books, in consideration of the 
annual State donation, has beea complied with, and exceeded 
by some fifteen or twenty ; our aim being to extend the bene- 
fits of the College as widely as is consistent with the means 
at our command. 
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With the continued support of the State, and the intelli- 
gent and energetic co-operation of its friends, it is believed 
this Institution will attain 4a high and ec mmanding position 
as a seat of learning, and j astify the wisdom of its founders, 
and the general liberality of the Commonwealth. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAML. REGESTER, 
President. 
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